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SUB J : EARTHQUAKE: PRELIMINARY DAMAGE ASSESSMENT 

REQUEST DEPARTMENT PASS IMMEDIATE TO: MANAGUA, MEXICO 
SAN JOSE, SAN SALVADOR, TEGUCIGALPA AND CINCSOUTH 

SUMMARY 

THE EARLY MORNING FEBRUARY 4 EARTHQUAKE HAS CAUSED SERIOUS 
PROPPERTY DAMAGE IN GUATEMALA CITY, PARTICULARLY IN THE LOWER 
CLASS RESIDENTIAL PARTS OF THE CITY. ESTIMATES OF PERSONAL 
INJURIES AND DEATHS ARE STILL SKETCHY, BUT IT IS CLEAR 
THAT THERE HAVE BEEN MANY PEOPLE INJURED. PRINCIPAL 
PROBLEM FOR NEXT FEW DAY OR SO WILL PROBABLY BE SHORTAGE OF 
MEDICAL FACILITIES AND LACK OF POWER AND WATER BUT, OVER 
THE NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS, HOMELESSNESS SHOULD BE MOST SERIOUS. 

1 . PRESIDENT LAUGERUD HAS SURVEYED GUATEMALA FROM THE 
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AIR AND USMILGP OFFICER SPOKE WITH HIM AT 9:40 A.M. WHEN 
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HIS HELICOPTER LANDED. PRESIDENT SAID THERE HAD BEEN 
VERY EXTENSIVE DAMAGE TO HOMESAND MANY INJURIES IN THE 
POORER RESIDENTIAL AREAS OF ZONES 18, 6, 2, 7, AND O. 

ASKED IF HE COULD ESTIMATE CASUALTIES, PRESIDENT SAID HE 
WOULD GUESS THERE WERE ON THE ORDER OF 3,000 INJURED. ALL 
HOSPITALS AND EMERGENCY HOSPITALS ARE FULL, PRESIDENT SAID, 

AND HE ASKED FOR US ASSISTANCE(SEPTEL). 

2. PRESIDENT SAID ELECTRICITY IS OFF THROUGHOUT THE CITY AND 
WILL NOT BE TURNED BACK ON UNTIL GOG IS SURE IT IS SAFE TO 

DO SO. WATER SUPPLY IS NON-EXISTENT DUE TO MANY BROKEN PIPES 
AND IT IS UNKNOWN HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE TO RESTORE IT. SHORTAGE 
OF DRINKING WATER FOR THIS CITY OF 900,000 PEOPLE MAY THEREFORE 
BE GREATEST NEED, PRESIDENT SAID. 

3. FOLLOWING ARE RESULTS OF PRELIMINARY SURVEYS OF DAMAGE BY 
EMBOFFS: GUATEMALA CITY AIRPORT TERMINAL BUILDING HAS SUFFERED 
CONSIDERABLE SUPERFICIAL BUT NOT APPARENT STRUCTURAL DAMAGE. 
(ONE OFFICIAL GUESSED REPAIR COST AT ONE MILLION DOLLARS) BUT 
LANDING STRIPS ARE UNDAMAGED AND ALL PANAM FLIGHTS, INCLUDING 
747'S ARE LANDING AND TAKING OFF NORMALLY. 

4. BUILDINGS IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA(ZONEl) APPEAR TO HAVE 
SUFFERED LITTLE EXTERIOR DAMAGE BUT THE EXTENT OF STRUCTURAL 
DAMAGE COULD NOT BE DETERMINED BY EMBOFFS WHO VISITED THE 
AREA. A NUMBER OF PLATE-GLASS WINDOWS IN DOWNTOWN STORES HAVE 
BEEN SMASHED BUT THERE WERE NO SIGNS OF LOOTING. MOST BUSINESSES 
IN DOWNTOWN AREA WERE STILL CLOSED BUT TRAFFIC WAS MOVING 
THROUGH THE AREA AT ONLY SLIGHTLY LESS THAN NORMAL VOLUME. 

5. EMBOFF VISITED ONE HOTEL IN DOWNTOWN AREA. ALL AMERICAN 
CITIZENS AT HOTEL HAD ESCAPED UNHARMED AND ALL WERE ADVISED TO 
REMAIN AT THE HOTEL AND NOT GO IMMEDIATELY TO THE AIRPORT. AT 
LEAST THREE PEOPLE WERE KILLED IN A BUILDING ACROSS FROM RITZ 
HOTEL WHEN ONE OF INTERIOR WALLS COLLAPSED. AS FAR AS EMBOFF 
COULD DETERMINE, THAT WAS THE MOST SERIOUS INCIDENT IN ALL 

OF DOWNTOWN. HOTEL CONQUISTADOR SHERATON. ZONE 4, IS OPEN 
AND IN GOOD CONDITION. HOTEL BILTMORE-CAMINO REAL. ZONE 10, 
SUFFERED EXTENSIVE DAMAGE. CAMINO REAL WILL PROBABLY BE 
CLOSED FOR SEVERAL WEEKS. BILTMORE WILL TRY TO REMAIN OPEN 
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AT LEAST FOR TONIGHT. THERE ARE NO KNOWN INJURIES T AMERICANS 
AT ANY OF THESE HOTELS. 

"9 DOWNTOWN AREA HAS NO ELECTRIC POWER OR WATER. TRAFFIC 
WAS BEING DIRECTED IN PLACES BY NATIONAL POLICE OR BY ARMY 
TROOPS. 

7. THE AREAS THAT APPEAR HAREST HIT ARE RESIDENTIAL ZONES 
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5 AND 3, WHICH FLANK ZONE 1 AND ZONE 12. IN ZONE 5, EMBOFF’S 
PRELIMINARY ESTIMATE IS THAT A FIFTH TO A THIRD OF THE HOUSES 
SUFFERED SERIOUS EXTERNAL DAMAGE. WALLS, MOST OF THEM MADE 
OF ADOBE, HAD COLLAPSED INTO THE STREETS. THERE WERE 
SEVERAL BLOCKS WHERE THE COMMON EXTERIOR WALL OF A NUMBER OF 
HOUSES HAD COLLAPSED ALL AT ONCE. 

8. HOUSES IN ZONE 3 APPEARED HARDER HIT THAN THOSE IN 
ZONE 5. EMBOFF'S PRELIMINARY ESTIMATE IS THAT A THIRD OF 
THE HOMES IN ZONE 3 SUFFERED SERP7 3/5ERNAL DAMAGE. THERE, 

AGAIN, OST HOUSES CONSTRUCTED OF ABODE AND WALLS HAD COLLAPSED 
OUTWARD. IN SOME AREAS OF ZONE 12, ABOUT A THIRD OF THE 

HOUSES HAVE BEEN DAMAGED WITH MANY COLLAPSED WALLS. 

9. IN BOTH ZONES 5 AND 3 AND PARTS OF ZONE 12, THE PEOPLE 
WERE ALL CAMPING AND COOKING IN THE MIDDLE OF THE STREET. 

LITTLE ORGANIZED EFFORT BEING MADE YET TO CLEAR AWAY 

THE RUBBLE OR SHORE UP WALLS WHICH HAD SUFFERED MAJOR CRACKS. 

10. ESTIMATES OF PERSONAL INJURIES AND DEATHS WERE BEING 
BROADCAST BY RADIO 15), BUT THERE WAS TOO LITTLE INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE FOR THESE SKETCH REPORTS TO BE RELIABLE-ONLY A 
COUPLE OF RADIO STATIONS WERE ON THE AIR SIX HOURS AFTER THE 
EARTHQUAKE. DAMAGE IN THE CITY IS TOO WISESPREAD, HOWEVER, 

FOR THERE NOT TO HAVE BEEN SOME PEOPLE KILLED. FORTUNATELY, 
HOWEVER, THE EARTHQUAKE APPEARS TO HAVE PRODUCED NO MAJOR 
LANDSLIDES IN THE BARRANCAS, AT LEAST ON THE EAST 

SIDE OF THE CITY. 

1 . DURING THE NEXT DAY OR SO, THE PRINCIPAL PROBLEM, IN 
ADIITION TO STRAIN ON MEDICAL FACILITES, WILL BE LACK OF 
POWER AND WATER. THER MAY ALSO BE A LACK OF GASOLINE. 

EMBOFF NOTICED THAT THERE WAS A RUN ON JUST ABOUT EVERY 
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GASOLINE STATION IN THE AREA. GASOLINE BEING PUMPED BY HAND 
DUE TO LACK OF POWER. DEPLOYMENT OF ARMY TROOPS ISLIKELY 
TO HOLD DOWN THE AMOUNT OF LOOTING, BUT HOARDING AND SPECU- 
LATION WILL PROBABLY CAUSE DIFFICULTIES IN THE LOWER CLASS REGIONS. 

12. OVER THE NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS, THE MAIN PROBLEM IS LIKELY 
TO BE HOMELESSNESS BECAUSE IT WILL TAKE SOME TIME FOR THE 
DESTROYED HOMES TO BE REPAIRED. 

13. PANAM REPORTS SEATS AVAILABLE ON ALL BUT ONE FLIGHT OUT 
OF THE CITY. THERE HAS ONLY BEEN A SLIGHT INCREASE IN 

IN DEMAND FOR SEATS. 

ANDREWSS 
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